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Republican Party of Texas State Republican Executive Committee 
 

Fourth Quarterly Meeting Minutes, December 2, 2017 
 

Wyndham Garden Woodward Conference Center, 3401 South IH-35, Austin TX 78741 
 

Chairman James Dickey called the meeting to order at 9:01am.  
 

The invocation was led by Chaplain-Cory Tabor.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag was 
led by Tom Roller, SD-31 and the National Anthem was sung by Jack Barcroft, SD-24.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Texas flag was led by Tina Gibson, SD-7, and Texas Our Texas was sung by Rhonda Lacy, 
SD-31. 
 
Chairman Dickey appointed a Proxy Committee chaired by Fernando Trevino, SD-14 with Steve Atwell, 
SD-9 and Lisa Sprinkle, SD-29 as members.   
 
Jim Wiggins-Secretary, called the roll.  Members were present unless otherwise noted in the minutes. 
  
Chairman   James  Dickey 
Vice Chair   Amy   Clark 
Secretary   Jim  Wiggins 
Treasurer   Larry  Hicks     
Nat. Committeeman  Robin   Armstrong 
Nat. Committeewoman  Toni Anne Dashiell  
General Counsel   Chris  Gober  
Asst. Gen. Counsel  Trey  Trainer 
Parliamentarian   Chris   Howe 
Sergeant at Arms   Nelda  Eppes      
Chaplain    Corey   Tabor 
      
SD  1    Dennis   Cable-by proxy Jeramiah Hunter 
SD  1    Sue  Evenwel 
SD  2    Jason  Ross-by proxy Vicki Slaton 
SD  2    Vicki  Slaton 
SD  3    Terry  Holcomb 
SD  3    Judy   Parada 
SD  4    Will  Robbins 
SD  4    Melinda   Fredricks-by proxy Will Robbins  
SD  5    Michael  McCloskey 
SD  5    Nita  Davidson 
SD  6    Chris  McDonald 
SD  6    Tammie  Nielsen  
SD  7    Mark  Ramsey 
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SD  7    Sarah  Singleton 
SD  8    Karl  Voigtsberger  
SD  8    Candy  Noble 
SD  9    Steve  Atwell 
SD  9    Shelly  Pritchard 
SD 10    Jeremy   Blosser 
SD 10    Susan  Wright 
SD 11    JT  Edwards 
SD  11    Tanya  Robertson-by proxy J T Edwards  
SD  12    David  Halvorson-by Debbie Terry 
SD  12    Debbie  Terry  
SD  13    Dale  Gibble 
SD  13    Melanie  Flowers-absent  
SD  14    Fernando Trevino, Jr. 
SD  14    Jan  Duncan  
SD  15    Vergel  Cruz 
SD  15    Gail  Stanart 
SD  16    Randall  Dunning  
SD  16    Virginia  Prodan  
SD  17    Marvin  Clede 
SD  17    Tina  Gibson 
SD  18    Michael  Cloud 
SD  18    Edee  Sinclair 
SD  19    Scott  Stratton 
SD  19    Terri  DuBose 
SD  20    Sam  Dalton-by proxy Brandey Batley 
SD  20    Janie  Melendez 
SD  21    Mike  Goldman-by proxy Amanda Admez  
SD  21    Naomi  Narvaiz 
SD  22    Chuck  Wilson-by proxy Janet Jackson  
SD  22    Denise  DeLara-by proxy Ashley Sellars  
SD  23    Stephen  Broden 
SD  23    Marian  Phillips-by proxy Ed Zenner  
SD  24    Jack  Barcroft  
SD  24    Randan  Steinhauser  
SD  25    Mark  Dorazio 
SD  25    Linda  Kinney 
SD  26    Fred  Rangel-by proxy Marian Stanko 
SD  26    Marian  Stanko 
SD  27    Elijah  Casas-Resigned 
SD  27    Sharon  Batterson-Resigned 
SD  28    Drew  Bullard 
SD  28    Jane  Cansino 
SD  29    Mark  Dunham 
SD  29    Lisa  Sprinkle 
SD  30    Paul  Braswell 
SD  30    Deon  Starnes 
SD  31    Tom  Roller  
SD  31    Rhonda  Lacy  
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Chairman Dickey then called for motion regarding special orders regarding the agenda for the meeting.  
Jeremy Blosser, SD-10, with a second, made the motion re: special orders to adopt the agenda as 
presented.  Motion passed via voice vote. 
 
Brandon Moore, RPT Organization Director reviewed the SREC meeting Packets to ensure all members 
had the necessary documents. 
 

Proxy Committee Chair reported that the proxies submitted were in order.  The report of the Proxy 
Committee was approved via voice vote. 
 

The Chairman asked for any additions or corrections to the September 22, 2017 and September 23, 
2017 meeting minutes.    Hearing none, the minutes were approved as submitted.  
 
Sarah Singleton, SD-7, with a second, made a motion to adopt supplemental rules re: the election of the 
SREC Committeeman and Committeewoman for SD-27.  Motion passed via voice vote. 
 
Chairman Dickey called for nominations for SD-27 Committeewoman.  Mark Dunham, SD-29 nominated 
Morgan Graham.  Hearing no other nominations, the Chairman declared nominations closed.  The 
nominee agreed to serve.  The Chairman called for the election of Ms. Graham by acclamation and the 
body agreed via voice vote. 
 
Chairman Dickey called for nomination for SD-27 committeeman.  Marian Stanko, SD-26 nominated 
Joshua Ballenger and Randall Dunning, SD-16 nominated Mathew Walbeck.  The nominees accepted 
their nomination.  Election was held via secret ballot with Mr. Walbeck receiving 33 votes and Mr. 
Ballenger receiving 28 votes. 
 
Sarah Singleton, SD-7 presented the report of the rules sub-committee re: rules for electronic voting at 
SREC meetings.  At the direction of the committee Mrs. Singleton moved the adoption of proposed rules 
for preliminary use of electronic voting at the December, 2017 SREC meeting.  Motion passed via voice 
vote. 
 
Larry Hicks-Treasurer gave his report. 
 
Chairman Dickey gave the report of the Officials Committee.  At the direction of the committee the 
Chairman moved the core budget be approved with the provision that the Officials Committee meet 
monthly until the next SREC takes office and be authorized to require costs to be cut if revenue 
projections are not met and that the wish list items be approved to fund at the Chairman’s discretion 
provided the fund are available.  Jeremy Blosser, SD-10, inquired as to the authority, under the bylaws, 
of the Officials Committee to require cost cuts.  The Chairman responded that it has been custom to 
treat the budget as general categories and that the bylaws give the chairman broad general CEO powers 
with specific restrictions where the chair must seek Officials Committee approval such as for certain 
contracts and personnel.  The Chairman then asked the body to vote as to how to proceed.  A “yes” vote 
would sustain the current custom of the SREC and Officials Committee advising and counseling the chair 
regarding expenditures and a “no” vote would extend to the Officials Committee new authority to 
demand specific cuts.  The motion to affirm the current custom passed via electronic vote of 46 yes and 
14 no. 
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Jeremy Blosser, SD-10, without objection, moved to change the word “require” to “recommend.”  There 
was no objection. 
 
Terry Holcomb, SD-3, with a second, moved to strike the language requiring a monthly meeting and 
authorization to require cost cuts.  Motion failed via voice vote. 
 
Toni Anne Dashiell, National Committee Woman, with a second, moved to amend the core budget 
numbers to include the items in the first section of the wish list in their relevant expense categories and 
to put the necessary revenue in the major donor program revenue.  Motion to amend the budget 
motion passed via electronic vote of 33 yes and 27 no. 
 
Terry Holcomb, SD-3, with a second, called the question.  Motion to call the question passed via voice 
vote. 
 
The original budget motion, as amended, passed via electronic roll call vote of 56 yes and 2 no. 
 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:57am. 
 
The meeting was called back to order at 12:30pm. 
 
Chairman Dickey called on Resolutions Committee chair Candy Noble to give the report of the 
committee.  At the direction of the committee Mrs. Noble moved the adoption of a list of nine 
propositions to be included on the 2018 Republican General Primary Ballot.   
 
Terri DuBose, SD-19, moved to replace the language in number 1 with “To slow the growth of property 
taxes, revenue should be capped each year by no more than 4% with appraisal increases to be approved 
by a public vote of locally elected officials.”  Vergel Cruz, SD-15, with a second, moved to add a comma 
after 4%, striking “must” and replacing it with “should.”  Amendment passed via voice vote. Mike 
McCloskey, SD-5, with a second, made a motion to strike “should” after 4% and replace it with the word 
“with.”  Amendment passed via voice vote.  Fernando Trevino, SD-14, with a second, to replace the 
amendment with “To slow the growth of property taxes, yearly revenue increases shall be capped at 4% 
with increases in excess of 4% requiring voter approval.”  Amendment passed via voice vote.  Motion as 
amended to replace number #1 failed via electronic vote of 9 yes and 48 no. 
 
Ronda Lacey, SD-31, with a second, moved to have only four propositions.  Mike McCloskey, SD-5, with a 
second, moved to amend the motion by creating blanks to be filled with the four highest ranked of the 
ballot propositions selected using the electronic voting devices.  Amendment passed via electronic vote 
of 37 yes and 18 no.  Paul Braswell, SD-30, with a second, called the question.  Motion to call question 
passed via voice vote.   Motion, as amended, to reduce the number of propositions to four failed via 
electronic vote of 20 yes and 37 no. 
 
Terry Holcomb, SD-3, with a second, moved to limit the number of speakers on a motion to three for 
and three against, alternating, with a limit of 60 seconds for each speaker.  Motion passed via voice 
vote. 
 
Terry Holcomb, SD-3, with a second, moved to strike number 2 and replace it with “No government 
entity should ever construct or fund construction of toll roads without voter approval.”  Motion passed 
via electronic vote of 30 yes and 29 no  
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Mark Dunham, SD-29, with a second, moved to adjourn at a time certain of 4:30pm.  Motion passed via 
voice vote. 
 
Chris McDonald, SD-6 moved to vote up or down on each proposition as presented and any future 
additions not germane to those on the list be brought up as future amendments.  Motion passed via 
voice vote. 
 
The Chairman then placed each proposition to the body for up or down vote with the following 
electronic roll call vote results: 

Proposition # Yes No Abstain  Subject 
 1  49   9      0  Replace property tax 
 2  48 11     1  Toll road funding-voter approval 
 3  36 23     1  Speaker nomination  
 4  53   5     1  E-verify requirement 
 5  49   9     0  School choice  
 6  48   6     0  Protect privacy re:  bathrooms, etc. 
 7  50   4     3  Abolish abortion 
 8  55   3     0  Vote fraud made a felony 
 9  47 10     1  Repeal of Obamacare   
 
Will Robbins, SD-4, with a second, moved to amend the original motion to add a #10 to read “To slow 
the growth of property taxes, revenue should be capped each year by no more than 4%with appraisal 
increases to be approved by a public vote of locally elected officials.  Fernando  Trevino, SD-14, with a 
second, moved to substitute in place of the amendment “To slow the growth of property taxes, yearly 
revenue increases should be capped at 4%, with increases in excess of 4% requiring voter approval.”  
Substitute amendment was passed via voice vote.  Amendment, as amended, to add #10 passed via 
electronic roll call vote of 49 yes and 8 no. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to take a five minute recess.  Motion passed via voice vote. 
 
Jeremy Blosser, SD-10, with a second, moved to amend the original motion to add #11 to read “Tax 
dollars should not be used to fund the building of stadiums for professional or semi-professional sports 
teams.”  Amendment passed via electronic roll call vote of 33 yes and 15 no. 
 
Terry Holcomb, SD-3, with a second, moved to call the question on the main motion as amended.  
Motion to call the question passed via electronic vote of 44 yes, 13 no, and 2 abstain. 
 
Original ballot propositions motion, as amended, passed via electronic roll call vote of 48 yes and 10 no. 
 
Jeremy Blosser, SD-10, with a second, moved to postpone the rest of the Resolutions Committee report 
and allow the Convention Arrangements Committee report be taken up.  Motion passed via voice vote. 
 
Deon Starnes, Convention Arrangements Committee chair, at the direction of the committee moved in 
accordance with the Texas election Code Section 174.092, that SREC set the hour to convene the 2018 
Republican Party State Convention at 10:00am, Thursday, June 14, 2018 at the Henry B. Gonzales 
Convention Center in San Antonio, Texas.  Motion passed via voice vote. 
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Mrs. Starnes moved at the direction of the committee that pursuant to RPT Rule 23A.a.3., the delegate 
allotment numbers presented by Derek Ryan be accepted for use at the 2018 state convention.  Motion 
passed via voice vote. 
 
Chairman Dickey then requested ratification of the chair appointments as follows: 

 Garza County-Diann Windham 

 Live Oak County-Ann Cancino 

 Crosby County-Alec Wallace 

 Houston County-Joni Clonts 

 Upton County-Tammie Smith 

 Kennedy County-Jill Brown 

 Starr County-Rosbell Barrera 

 San Saba County-Jerry Blankenship 

 Sutton County-Billie Renfro 

 Ward County-Edward E. “Gene” Cox 

 Martin County-Clayton Black 

 Donley County-William “Bill” Word 
Will Robbins, SD-4, with a second, moved to ratify the appointments.  Motion passed via voice vote. 
 
The Chairman then called on Resolutions Committee Chair Noble to present the remainder of the 
committee report.  Committee Chair Noble, at the direction of the committee, moved to accept the 
committee recommendation of concurrence with the censure resolution of Representative Byron Cook.  
By an electronic roll call vote of 35 yes, 16 no, and 7 abstentions, the motion failed to reach the 
necessary threshold to impose the penalty under RPT Rule 44. 
 
The Chairman requested approval of the appointment of Ross Fischer and Wade Emmert as Assistant 
General Counsels.  Will Robbins, SD-4, with a second, made the motion to approve the appointments.  
Motion passed via voice vote. 
 
Lisa Sprinkle, SD-29 presented the Rules Committee report.  At the direction of the Mrs. Sprinkle moved 
the amendment to Article VII, Section 3 of the SREC bylaws which changes the title to “Committee 
Meetings and Notice,” strikes the existing language, and replaces it with new language.  The amendment 
was adopted via voice vote. 
 
Will Robbins, SD-4, with a second, moved the adoption of an amendment to Article VII, Section 10 (as 
presented in the call notice for the meeting) adding “the Party Organization Committee” to the list of 
committees permitted to hold telephone conference meetings.  Motion passed via voice vote. 
 
The Chairman requested approval of the appointment of Mathew Walbeck to the CRC, Mark Dunham 
and Morgan Graham to the Resolutions Committee.  Jeremy Blosser, SD-10, with a second, moved to 
approve the appointments.  Motion passed via voice vote. 
 
J T Edwards, SD-11, gave the report of the Auxiliaries and Coalitions Committee. 
 
Without objection, the Chairman requested permission to take up committee reports that require 
action.  There was no objection. 
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Will Robbins, SD-4, gave the report of the Party Organization Committee.  At the direction of the 
committee, Mr. Robbins moved the approval of the candidate, county chair, and precinct chair manuals.  
Motion passed via voice vote. 
 
Steve Atwell, SD-9, with a second, moved to create the Ballot Integrity Committee with fourteen listed 
goals and four membership criteria.  Terry Holcomb, SD-3, with a second, moved to strike goals 12, 13, 
and 14.  Amendment passed via voice vote. Randall Dunning, SD-16, with a second, moved to amend 
item 2 in the membership criteria by replacing the word “should” with “may.”  Amendment passed via 
voice vote.  Motion, as amended, passed via voice vote. 
 
Jeremy Blosser, SD-10, moved the adoption of a standing rule that was included in the meeting call as 
follows: 
  

Standing Rule on Recording by Non-Members-Staff and guests may photograph, record, and/or 
stream the proceedings of any meeting of the SREC or its committees or subcommittees not 
held in executive session. 

  
Standing rule adopted via electronic roll call vote of 40 yes, 13 no, and 3 abstain. 
 
Janet Jackson gave the report of the Texas Republican County Chairman’s Association.  
 
General Counsel-Chris Gober gave his officer report. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:22pm. 
 
 
 
Jim Wiggins 
SREC Secretary 
















































































































